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 Fillmore District Community Meeting  

Date: Wednesday May 14th , 2025 

Time: 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM 

Location: Matt Urban Center, 1081 Broadway, Buffalo, NY 14212 

 

BSA/ PROGRAM MANAGEMENT TEAM ATTENDEES 

Rosaleen Nogle (BSA) Regina Harris (BSA) Walt Walker (TYLin)  

 

 Art Hall (Hallmark) 

 

Cambridge Boyd (Hallmark) Katie Segarra (Hallmark) 

 Nadia Mugisha (Arcadis) 

 

  

* The sign-in sheet with a complete list of community members who attended is attached. 

AGENDA  

1.  Queen City Clean Waters Program Overview   

2.  Overview of Fillmore District Specific Projects   

3.  Q&A   

 

ACTION ITEMS  

1.  Respond to questions on FAQs Poster Board  Program Management Team 

(PMT) 

 

MEETING SUMMARY NOTES 
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Queen City Clean Waters: Fillmore District Community 

Meeting Summary Notes  

Meeting Summary – May 14th, 2025 | 6:00 – 8:00 PM 
Location: Fillmore District – Matt Urban Center, 1081 Broadway, Buffalo, NY 14212 

 

Who Attended 

• Queen City Clean Waters representatives 

• Local partners 

• Community members and residents 

 

About the Initiative 

• Launched in late 2024, as an update to Buffalo Sewer’s Long-Term Control Plan 

• Investing $1 billion+ across 50+ combined sewer overflow and wastewater treatment 

projects in all nine council districts over the next 10 – 15 years 

• Focuses on environmental upgrades with economic and social benefits for local 

communities 

 

History of Buffalo Sewer 

• Establishment: April 8, 1935, in response to a Department of Health mandate.  

• Early Challenges: Financial instability leading to the creation of a state-established 

authority with $15 million capacity.  

• Long-Term Control Plan:  

o Initial report submitted in 2004, approved in 2014.  

o Ongoing adjustments revealed the need for additional projects to achieve full 

compliance by 2022.  

o Rebranded to the Queen City Clean Waters Initiative in 2024. 

 

Stakeholder Advisory Committee 

• Formed in January 2025 to ensure community voices shape project design 

• Includes reps from Board of Block Clubs, Urban League, Health Equity groups, and 

block clubs 
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• Supports transparency, inclusion, and local leadership in the process 

 

Fillmore District Projects:  

• Sewer Patrol Point (SPP 206A&B) 

o Goal: Installation of a new chamber and gate within the chamber, to redirect 

sanitary sewage and stormwater between two large sewer pipes to whichever 

pipe has capacity at a particular time. 
o Location: Trenton Rd. & 4th St. 

o Timeline: 2028 – 2030 

o Budget: Estimated $4 Million 

o Sewer Patrol Point (SPP 304) 

o Goal: Internal modifications to the existing structure, all work can be 

completed via access through the existing manhole. 

o Location: Virginia St. & Busti Ave. 

o Timeline: 2028 – 2029 

o Budget: Estimated $60,000 

• Erie Basin Marina Offline Storage (OLS) 

o Goal: Installation of a new 5.55-million-gallon storage tank to temporarily 

store sanitary sewage and storm water until the Bird Island Treatment Facility 

has enough capacity to treat the stored flow. A pumping station will also be 

located at this site to convey flow to the Bird Island Treatment Facility once the 

facility has capacity. 

o Location: Carolina & 4th St. 

o Timeline: 2029 – 2034 

o Budget: .Estimated $62 Million 

• Clinton Park Offline Storage (OLS) 

o Goal: Installation of a new 2.56-million-gallon underground storage tank at 

Clinton Park to temporarily store sanitary sewage and storm water until the 

Bird Island Treatment Facility has enough capacity to treat the stored flow. A 

pumping station will also be located at this site to convey flow to the Bird 

Island Treatment Facility once the facility has capacity. 

o Location: Smith & Clifford St. 

o Timeline: 2030 – 2035 

o Budget: Estimated $30 Million 

• Sewer Patrol Point (SPP 317) 

o Goal: Internal modifications to an existing sewer chamber at the intersection of 

Fillmore and Clinton. Access for work will be through existing manhole. 

o Location: Fillmore Ave. & Clinton St. 

o Timeline: 2029 – 2030 

o Budget: Estimated $60,000 

• Pump Station Weir Modification  

o Goal: Internal modifications to an existing sewer chamber near Babcock Pump 

Station. Access for work will be through an existing manhole. 
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o Location: Babcock & Howard St. 

o Timeline: 2029 – 2031 

o Budget: Estimated $60,000 

• Louisiana In-Line Storage (ILS) 

o Goal: Replacement of the existing sewer along the west side of Louisiana 

Street between South Street and Republic Street with two larger sewers to 

temporarily store a combo of sanitary sewage and storm water during wet 

weather, until the Bird Island Treatment Facility has the available capacity to 

treat it. 

o Location: Louisiana & Mackinaw St. 

o Timeline: 2033 – 2035 

o Budget: Estimated $4 Million 

• Sewer Patrol Point (SPP 137) 

o Goal: Internal modifications to an existing sewer chamber at the intersection of 

Louisiana and Republic. Access for work will be through existing manhole. 

o Location: Louisiana & Republic 

o Budget: Estimated $60,000 

o Timeline: 2032 – 2033 

• Bass Alley Offline Storage (OLS) 

o Goal: Installation of a new 3.66-million-gallon underground storage tank at the 

end of Bass Alley (adjacent to the railroad) to temporarily store sanitary sewage 

and storm water until the Bird Island Treatment Facility has enough capacity to 

treat the stored flow. A pumping station will also be located at this site to 

convey flow to the Bird Island Treatment Facility once the facility has capacity. 

o Location: Larkin & Roseville St. 

o Timeline: 2034 – 2039 

o Budget: Estimated $32 Million 

• Sewer Patrol Point (SPP 054) 

o Goal: Disconnection of an existing sewer pipe along Exchange Street from the 

combined sewer system for use as a storm-only sewer pipe. Excavations will be 

necessary near Hamburg Street and Larkin Street along Exchange Street. 

o Location: Larkin & Exchange St. 

o Timeline: 2036 – 2038 

o Budget: Estimated $700,000 

 

Project Impacts and Mitigation  

• Construction Impacts:  

o Equipment and traffic on roads, temporary noise and dust.  

o Potential road and sidewalk closures, limited street parking, and detours.  

o Mitigation measures in place to minimize disruptions.  

• Environmental Compliance:  

o State priority environmental review completed.  

o Measures to control erosion and runoff during construction.  

• Operational Benefits:  
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o Reduction in CSOs  

o Improved public health and ecosystem enhancement  

o Compliance with Environmental Protection Agency regulations  

 

Community Engagement Highlights 

• Interactive Website: BuffaloQCCW.org for ideas, surveys, and concerns 

• Public Forums: 

o In-person: April, May & June – all nine council districts 

o Virtual: July 12, 10 AM – 12 PM (Zoom) 

• Outreach Tools: Mailers, social media, texts, and presence at community events like 

National Night Out 

 

Upcoming Events 

• May 20th @ 6 PM: Ellicott District Community Meeting In-Person at the Pratt Willert 

Community Center 

• July 12 @ 10 AM: Virtual Community Forum 

 

Stay Connected 

1. Visit: https://buffalosewer.org/  

2. Visit: BuffaloQCCW.org 

3. Follow-up: Meeting notes, Q&A responses, and ongoing design updates will be 

published 

 

Community Questions & Responses 

1. What is the decomposition rate on the materials used in the underground 

collection? 

• The underground storage facilities are going to dewater within 48 hours and 

then they are going to be flushed out. It is not expected that there isgoing to be 

significant levels of decomposition happening in those tanks. They are also 

below ground and that lessens the exposure to any odors. It also lowers the rate 

of decomposition because you are now at ground temperature instead of being 

exposed to sunlight, which increases decompositions rates. So, it's expected 

that there's going to be minimal issues of decomposition in these tanks.  

2. What are you doing about brownfield contamination? 

http://buffaloqccw.org/
https://buffalosewer.org/
http://buffaloqccw.org/
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• With areas of contamination found during construction, we will need to look at 

what kind of contamination we are dealing with, and the impacts of that 

contamination on the structures we are working with. Depending on the types 

of contamination, we may go out significantly into contaminated areas that we 

do not need to excavate for our construction, because it could have a 

deleterious effect on the structures themselves, it can degrade the concrete, it 

can degrade the iron. It does not leech into our system and does not have the 

ability to impact our system. We only go as far as we need to go to protect our 

workers during installation and construction. Our goal is not to remediate every 

brownfield site in the City of Buffalo. Our goal is to deal with combined sewer 

overflows, so we will deal with brownfields as we encounter them during 

construction, but that's secondary to what we need to accomplish and what we 

have funding and funding authority to accomplish.  

3. As far as brownfield contamination, are you working with the DEC? 

• Yes, there will be some sites that are within known brownfield areas, and with 

those we will work from the beginning with DEC on existing remediation 

strategies that they have in place. 

4. Do you work with Buffalo Waterkeeper? 

• Buffalo Waterkeeper is one of our stakeholders on our overall plan, and they 

are aware of what we’re doing, but their main piece is the waterways 

themselves. The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 

has scientists and engineers that specialize in brownfields and also in spills 

management. We have very good relationships with all those individuals as 

well.  

5. How will you be dealing with rodent control? 

• As we are doing this work, we are taking best practices from places like New 

York City and other larger cities that have even worse rodent problems than the 

City of Buffalo has. Taking their best practices for construction and 

incorporating them into our design specifications and what we must hold 

contractors accountable so that we’re protecting the whole City of Buffalo 

because at Buffalo Sewer Authority, we’re your neighbors too, we don’t want 

rodents either. 

6. What are the construction hours? 

• We do restrict our contractors, generally it’s 8 to 4; it can be 7:30 to 3:30; it 

depends on which community specifically we’re working in and what that 

community’s waking hours are. It’s Monday through Friday and we’re off on 

holidays. Throughout the design process we are looking for ways that we can 

reduce noise impacts, reduce vibration impacts, and look at alternative routings. 

7. What agencies will be doing the soil testing?  

• We work with our consulting partners to conduct environmental reviews; the 

work is done in certified labs with subconsultants. We have done a lot of 

drilling work with Atlantic Testing Laboratories. There are going to be 

numerous different subconsultants doing different types of environmental 

impact documentation, testing, and recording.  
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*Note: The following questions were submitted during the meeting. Responses will be 

provided on the interactive website at BuffaloQCCW.org. 

 

8. Traffic? How will vehicles be redirected? (Sticky note on FAQs poster)* 

9. Air pollution? Sewer Stench? (Sticky note on FAQs poster)* 

10. Contamination/fluids/toxins within the sewer system? (Sticky note on FAQs 

poster)* 

11. Noise pollution? (Sticky note on FAQs poster)* 

12. Acronym meanings? (Sticky note on FAQs poster)* 

13. Limestone-carcinogenic? (Sticky note on FAQs poster)* 

14. Stability of existing structures housing? (Sticky note on FAQs poster)* 

15. Rodent migration? (Sticky note on FAQs poster)* 

16. How is sewage transported away from location? (Sticky note on FAQs poster)* 

 

NEXT MEETING (IF APPLICABLE) 

http://buffaloqccw.org/
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Date of Next Meeting: May 20th, 2025 

Time of Next Meeting: 6:00 – 8:00 PM  

Location of next Meeting: Pratt Willert Community Center, 422 Pratt St, Buffalo, NY 14204 
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