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Lovejoy District Community Meeting

Date: Tuesday May 13™, 2025
Time: 6:00 PM — 8:00 PM
Location:  Schiller Park Senior Center, 2057 Genesee St, Buffalo, NY 14211

BSA/ PROGRAM MANAGEMENT TEAM ATTENDEES

Rosaleen Nogle (BSA) Regina Harris (BSA) Walt Walker (TYLin)
Chris Sieracki (TYLin) Art Hall (Hallmark) Cambridge Boyd (Hallmark)
Katie Segarra (Hallmark) Nadia Mugisha (Arcadis)

* The sign-in sheet with a complete list of community members who attended is attached.

AGENDA

1. Queen City Clean Waters Program Overview
2. Overview of Lovejoy District Specific Projects

3. Q&A
ACTION ITEMS
1. Respond to questions on FAQs Poster Board Program Management Team
(PMT)
MEETING SUMMARY NOTES
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Queen City Clean Waters: Lovejoy District Community
Meeting Summary Notes

Meeting Summary — May 13th, 2025 | 6:00 — 8:00 PM
Location: Lovejoy District — Schiller Park Senior Center, 2057 Genesee St, Buffalo, NY
14211

Who Attended

e Queen City Clean Waters representatives
e Local partners
e Community members and residents

About the Initiative

e Launched in late 2024, as an update to Buffalo Sewer’s Long-Term Control Plan

o Investing $1 billion+ across 50+ combined sewer overflow and wastewater treatment
projects in all nine council districts over the next 10 — 15 years

e Focuses on environmental upgrades with economic and social benefits for local
communities

History of Buffalo Sewer

e Establishment: April 8, 1935, in response to a Department of Health mandate.
o Early Challenges: Financial instability leading to the creation of a state-established
authority with $15 million capacity.
e Long-Term Control Plan:
o Initial report submitted in 2004, approved in 2014.
o Ongoing adjustments revealed the need for additional projects to achieve full
compliance by 2022.
o Rebranded to the Queen City Clean Waters Initiative in 2024.

Stakeholder Advisory Committee

e Formed in January 2025 to ensure community voices shape project design
e Includes reps from Board of Block Clubs, Urban League, Health Equity groups, and
block clubs
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e Supports transparency, inclusion, and local leadership in the process

Lovejoy District Projects:

e Sewer Patrol Point (SPP 338)
o Goal: Install a new manhole in the Bailey and Kerns intersection,
electrical duct banks, and a control box near the sidewalk.
Location: Bailey & Kerns Ave.
Timeline: 2024 — 2026
Budget: Estimated $3 Million
e Sewer Patrol Point (SPP 341A)
o Goal: Increase capacity of the Scajaquada Tunnel to reduce overflows to the
Scajaquada Creek.
o Location: Kerns Ave. & Genesee St.
o Timeline: 2026 — 2027
o Budget: Estimated $8 Million
e Schiller Park Offline Storage (OLS)
o Goal: Stores storm flows for up to 24 hours, then drains back to the sewer
system.
o Location: Schiller Park
o Timeline: 2028 — 2033
o Budget: Estimated $85 Million
e Sewer Patrol Point (SPP 339)
o Goal: Increase wet weather flow to the Scajaquada Tunnel to prevent
overflows.
o Location: Kerns Ave. & Texas St.
o Timeline: 2027 — 2028
o Budget: Estimated $60,000
e Sewer Patrol Point (SPP 340)
o Goal: Increase wet weather flow to the Scajaquada Tunnel to prevent
overflows.
o Location: Kerns Ave. & Hagen St.
o Timeline: 2027 — 2029
o Budget: Estimated $60,000
o Sewer Patrol Point (SPP 097)
o Goal: Replace an existing sewer on Babcock Street between Elk Street and the
Buffalo River.
o Location: Babcock & South of Elk St.
o Timeline: 2031 —2032
o Budget: Estimated $60,000
e Clinton St. Offline Storage (OLS)
o Goal: Current plan is an underground storage tank, still pending further design
and cost analysis. The goal is to balance flows from Buffalo and its suburban
neighbors.
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o Location: Houghton Park
o Timeline: 2032 — 2036
o Budget: Estimated $163 Million
e Sewer Patrol Point (SPP 104)
o Goal: Upgrades within the manhole.
o Location: Niagara Thruway & Bailey Ave.
o Timeline: 2031 — 2032
o Budget: Estimated $60,000
e Moreland Park Offline Storage (OLS)
o Goal: Add in an underground storage tank with a potential pump station
o Location: Bailey & Regent St.
o Timeline: 2035 — 2040
o Budget: Estimated $53 Million

Project Impacts and Mitigation

Construction Impacts:

o Equipment and traffic on roads, temporary noise and dust.
o Potential road and sidewalk closures, limited street parking, and detours.
o Mitigation measures are in place to minimize disruptions.

e Environmental Compliance:
o State priority environmental review completed.
o Measures to control erosion and runoff during construction.

e Operational Benefits:
o Reduction in CSOs
o Improved public health and ecosystem enhancement
o Compliance with Environmental Protection Agency regulations

Community Engagement Highlights

o Interactive Website: BuffaloQCCW.org for ideas, surveys, and concerns
¢ Public Forums:
o In-person: April, May & June — all nine council districts
o Virtual: July 12,10 AM — 12 PM (Zoom)
e Outreach Tools: Mailers, social media, texts, and presence at community events like
National Night Out

Upcoming Events

e May 14" @ 6 PM: Fillmore District Community Meeting In-Person at the Mat Urban
Center
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e  May 20™ @ 6 PM: Ellicott District Community Meeting In-Person at the Pratt Willert
Community Center
e July 12 @ 10 AM: Virtual Community Forum

Stay Connected

1. Visit: https://buffalosewer.org/

2. Visit: BuffaloQCCW.org

3. Follow-up: Meeting notes, Q&A responses, and ongoing design updates will be
published

Community Questions & Responses

1. Are people still getting sick (in reference to disease from bodies of water where
there are sewage overflows)?

e No, there have not been reported cases of typhoid or cholera in quite a while.
People can still experience symptoms of E. coli and other water born illnesses
when they go kayaking or otherwise interact with the waters immediately after
a storm.

2. When my bill comes, it’s got both the water and sewer on it; they are not the
same, right?

e No, Buffalo Sewer Authority is a separate agency from the Buffalo Water
Board. The Buffalo Water Board is a public private partnership between the
City of Buffalo and Veolia. Veolia collects both the Buffalo Sewer Authority
sewer bill rates and the Buffalo Water Board water bill rates.

3. What about green infrastructure? Is there nothing you can do that way to
minimize the overflows and that?

e We are implementing green infrastructure, and we will be implementing green
infrastructure in Lovejoy. It's going to be a lot less concentrated; we are
focusing on large-scale projects with this outreach. We are currently looking to
invest about $80 million as part of our Raincheck 2.0 in green infrastructure,
mostly throughout the East Side, whether it's Lovejoy, Masten, University,
Fillmore, and Ellicott districts.

4. Why did you choose to locate the storage tanks in green areas, such as parks?

e We chose those areas because they are mostly public lands.

5. In Houghton Park, part of the park is an old landfill. Why can’t you put the tank
there?

e We are trying to avoid those areas to minimize hazardous waste management.
We are trying to minimize costs while increasing public benefits. That area of

roey . Gree]ey and Hansen Arcadis | JM Davidson Engineering | Hallmark Planning & Development | e3 Communications | Watts Architecture & Engineering
[ {]jl n Water Solutions CORE Environmental | Atlantic Testing Laboratories | Frandina Engineering and Land Surveying | KHEOPS Architecture, Engineering and Survey
International Institute of Buffalo | Jade Stone Engineering | NASCO Construction Services | JKMuir | People Inc. | CWD Consulting | UDC Pro, Inc.


https://buffalosewer.org/
http://buffaloqccw.org/

B U F FA LO QCCWI Lovejoy District Community Meeting ;

The Hallmark Firm

the park is undisturbed and contained, and we will do our best to leave it that
way.

* Note: The following questions were submitted during the meeting. Responses will be
provided on the interactive website at BuffaloQCCW.org

6. For the Babcock and EIlk St Project, was potential contamination considered for
the cost of construction? (Sticky note on FAQs poster board)*

NEXT MEETING (IF APPLICABLE)
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Date of Next Meeting: May 14, 2025
Time of Next Meeting: 6:00 — 8:00 PM
Location of next Meeting:  Matt Urban Center, 1081 Broadway, Buffalo, NY 14212
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